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CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1065 
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SUBJECT: GROMYKO'S VISIT TO EGYPT 

REF: CAIRO 0981 

1. TASS BUREAU CHIEF TISOVSKIY SEEMS TO BE EAGER TO TALK ABOUT 
GROMYKO'S VISIT. WE UNDERSTAND HE HAS REPEATED HIS VERSION OF 
MOTIVES FOR GROMYKO’S FEB 3 VISIT TO CAIRO TO SEVERAL PEOPLE, 
INCLUDING AMERICAN WIRE SERVICE CORRESPONDENT (REFTEL). FRENCH 
COUNSELOR TELLS US TISOVSKIY BUTTONHOLED HIM DAY OR SO AGO TO 
MAKE SIMILAR BUT NOT EXACTLY THE SAME PRESENTATION, VIS. THAT 
GROMYKO WILL URGE SADAT TO TELL SECRETARY KISSINGER THAT EGYPT 
WISHES TO GO TO GENEVA FORTHWITH. 

2. IN SOVIET VIEW. ACCORDING TO TISOVSKIY, THERE IS GROWING BODY 
OF OPINION IN ISRAEL WHICH BELIEVES ISRAEL GAINED NOTHING FROM 
EGYPTIAN DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT, AND WHICH RECOGNIZES 
PIECEMEAL RETURN OF SINAI TO EGYPT IS UNLIKELY TO BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY IMPORTANT EGYPTIAN POLITICAL CONCESSIONS, SINCE SADAT'S DOMESTIC 
POSITION WILL NOT PERMIT HIM TO MAKE ANY. 
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EGYPTIAN CONCESSIONS, ACCORDING HIS VIEW, GROMYKO WILL SUGGEST 
THAT SADAT, THEREFORE, WOULD BE WELL ADVISED TO TELL SECRETARY 
KISSINGER THAT GENEVA SHOULD BE FORUM FOR FURTHER NEGOTIATIONS. 

4. IN DINNER DISCUSSION WITH DCM JAN 27, SOVIET EMBASSY 
MINISTER AKOPOV, WHILE ADMITTING SOME SURPRISE AT GROMYKO'S 
VISIT, WOULD ONLY SAY THAT HIS FONMIN WAS COMING TO SIGN ECONOMIC 
PLANNING, CULTURAL AND POSSIBLE CONSULAR AGREEMENTS. WHEN ASKED 
ABOUT POSSIBLE FAVORABLE RESPONSE TO SADAT REQUEST FOR NEW GRACE 
PERIOD FOR DEBT PAYMENT, AKOPOV WOULD NOT GO BEYOND SAYING THAT 
DEBT QUESTION WOULD NOT RAISE ANY SERIOUS PROBLEM BETWEEN 
SOVIETS AND EGYPTIANS. 
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